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BACKGROUND
his is the fourth Report prepared by the Lagos State
Government on the progress made so far towards achieving
the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). It is a simple
story of the progress made by the State between 2012 and 2013 on the
8-point development goals which today, have become the
parameters for measuring a country’s progress in the area of human
development.

T

Given the emphasis of the current administration in the State on good
governance, transparency and accountability, Lagos State has made
remarkable progress in nearly all critical aspects of the Millennium
Development Goals. It can be concluded that the State has the
potential to attain the following MDGs Goals:
Goal 2:
Goal 3:
Goal 4:
Goal 6
Goal 7
Goal 8

Achieve Universal Primary Education
Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women
Reduce Child Mortality
Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases
Ensure Environmental Sustainability
Develop a Global Partnership for Development

Goal 1: Eradicate Extreme Poverty and Hunger
The proportion of people living below the poverty line of $1 per day
stood at 45% for the periods (Y2012 & 2013) under consideration.
The proportion of the population living in extreme poverty was
steady at 54% between Y2012 and Y2013. Relative poverty
increased from 28.7% in Y2012 to 29.8% in Y2013, while the
poverty incidence also increased from 63.12% in Y2012 to 67.04%
in Y2013.
Available data on the level of inequality in the area of
income in the State reveal significant increase between Y2012 and
Y2013. Specifically, the level of inequality in the area of income of
the State increased from 0.55 in Y2012 to 0.67 in Y2013.
Food is also an index of poverty and considered as a
socially acceptable standard of living within a given society (usually
based on 2900 calories). The proportion of the State’s population
living below the minimum level of dietary energy consumption has
witnessed a decline, from 45.02% in 2012, to 43.42% in Y2013.
The percentage of children under five years of age who are
underweight increased from 6% in Y2012 to 13% in Y2013 .Also the
percentage of stunted children increased from 7% in Y2012 to 13%
in Y2013.
Goal 2: Achieve Universal Primary Education
Most of the policies geared toward the development of education in
Lagos state have put the primary school enrolment on a persistence
increase since Y1990.
The growth and upward improvement in primary school
enrolment in Lagos state is attributed to the launching of the
universal basic education [UBE] in Y2004. The programme made it
compulsory for Primary Education to be free for all school ages.
The Primary school completion ratio of pupils starting from
primary school 1 and reaching the last grade of primary school also
increased from 93% in Y2011 to 95% in Y2012 and continued to
97% in Y2013.
The level of literacy rate for both men and women in the age
category 15-24 is 82.7% in Y2011. This rose to 90.2% in Y2012 but
thereafter declined to 87% in Y2013. This reduction is as results of
the influx of illiterates into Lagos state.
Goal 3: Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women
There is a fair degree of gender equality in the education sector in
Lagos state. Data available indicated nearly equal proportions of
boys and girls in both primary and secondary schools, with the ratio

of girls slightly higher than that of the boys. Specifically, the number
of girls per 100 boys in primary school reduced from 103.31 in
Y2012 to 101.36 in Y2013. Data on gender distribution of elected
political office holders in the State reveal that the proportion of seats
held by women in the Lagos State house of assembly is still very low,
17.5 % each in the Reporting periods (Y2012 & Y2013). The share of
women in paid employment (Non Agriculture Sector) was steady at
11.7% and 12% respectively in the Reporting years (Y2012 &
Y2013).
The challenges confronting women empowerment in the
State are enormous, among which are lack of willingness in the part
of majority of women to fight men’s dominance in national life, weak
sensitization and poor publicity of women’s role in development,
especially for women living in the slum areas. There is also the
challenge of domesticating United Nations Convention on Women
and other global and regional frame works put in place to eradicate
gender inequality. Some of the ways of overcoming this problem
include: stimulation of women’s interests in politics since majority
of decisions about males and females take place at the political
arena/government circle. The Lagos State Government also needs to
establish and strengthen Transit Homes for Victim of Domestic
Violence. The present administration can as well make provision for
free legal assistance to the victims of gender violence. Women,
across all ages, should be able to defend their right and fight for their
freedom. The existing Domestic Violence law should be enforced for
effective Gender Based Violence (GBV).
Goal 4: Reduce Child Mortality
Childhood mortality as a concept measures the numbers of deaths
recorded for children between 0 and 5 years of age per 1000 children.
Childhood mortality can be sub-divided into two major groups
namely: infant mortality and under-five mortality. Infant mortality
rate measures mortality between 0 and 1 year of age, while under-5
mortality rate indicates the numbers of death between age 1 and 5
years. Data on infant mortality revealed that there was an increased
from Y2012 with 25/1000 live birth to 37/1000 live birth (Y2013
Household Survey) or 69/1000 live birth (Y2013 Nigeria
Demographic & Health Survey). In the same period, under-5
mortality increased from 30/1000 live birth to 128/1000 live birth.
The proportion of one-year-old children immunized against measles
increased from 77% in Y2012 to 87% Y2013.
Goal 5: Improve Maternal Health
Available data revealed that the number of Reported case of maternal
deaths increase from 630 per 100,000 in Y2012 to 700 per 100,000 in
Y2013. The proportion of births attended to by trained health
personnel increased from 78.6% in the Y2012 to 87.2% in the
Y2013. Also, contraceptive prevalence rate (CPR) increase from
47.1% in Y2012 to 48% in Y2013. However, adolescent birth rate per
1000 reduced from 17.5 per 1000 in Y2012 to 17 per 1000 in Y2013.
Antenatal care coverage for at least four visits increased from 92.2%
in Y2012 to 93.9% in Y2013 and antenatal care coverage for at least
one visit revealed a reduction from 14.5% in Y2012 to 14.2% in
Y2013. Unmet need for family planning spacing reduced from
16.9% in Y2012 to 5.9% in Y2013, while unmet need for family
planning limiting reduced from 8.1% in Y2012 to 2.2% in Y2013 and
unmet need for family planning (total) reduced from 21.8% in Y2012
to 8.1% in Y2013.
Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria, and Other Diseases
Lagos State is most populated State in Africa due to the high influx of
migrants who have continued to transfer HIV/AIDS virus to the
citizen of the State. This made Lagos to be one of the states of the
federation where the virus has remained a major health problem for
the State. Available data indicates that HIV prevalence among

pregnant women in the State is constant for Y2010 to 2013 with a
record of 5.1%. HIV prevalence among 15-24 years old women
recorded an increase from 3.4% in Y2007 to 5.1% in Y2008 and no
record in Y2009. The percentage remains constant for the next four
years (Y2010, Y2011, 2012 and Y2013) with a record of 4.2% each.
It was found that the percentage of the population of the State aged
15-24 years with comprehensive knowledge of HIV and AIDS
prevention methods record an increase from 51.7% in Y2007 to
56.3% in 2008 while it remains constant for years 2009 to 2011 with
a record of 72%. Significant improvement from 94.9% in Y2012 to
98.2% in Y2013 was noticed. Proportion of population with
advanced HIV infection who had access to anti-retroviral drugs were
106,267 in Y2009.The figure reduced drastically in Y2010 with a
record of 66,691 and increased to 77,075 in Y2011 while it deceases
to 35,050 and 33,011 in Y2012 and Y2013 respectively.
In Y2006, available data on Incidence, prevalence and
Reported death associated with malaria recorded 37 and increased to
72 in Y2007. The increase stabilised in Y2008 and Y2009 with a
record of 80 and reduced drastically to 39 in Y2010. There was a
slight increase in Y2011 with a record of 41, however it declined
from 32% in Y2012 to 30% in Y2013.The proportion of children
under 5 sleeping under insecticide-treated bed-net recorded 57.8% in
Y2008 and reduced to 25.9% in Y2009. A sharp increase was
observed in Y2011 and Y2012 with 75.7% and 92.6% respectively
and reduced to 75.6% in Y2013. The proportion of children under 5
with fever who were treated with appropriate anti-malarial drugs was
25.7% in Y2008.The figure increases in Y2009, 2011 and Y2012
with a record of 33.2%, 42% and 68% and reduced to 57% in Y2013.
The number of Malaria cases Reported showed a reduction from
254,120 in Y2006 to 226,760 in Y2007 but later increased in Y2008
and Y2009 with 310,856 and 893,545. A continuous decrease was
observed in Y2010, Y2011 and Y2012 with 630,023; 556,846 and
448,780 and increased to 566,215 in Y2013.
In Y2006, it was recorded that the incidence rate stood at
290 and a slight reduction was noticed in Y2007 with 283. The
incidence rate of TB in Y2008 and Y2009 was same with 311 for
each year. A drastic reduction was noticed in Y2010 and with a record
of 133 each. The reduction was maintained in Y2012 with 118 but
increased to 180 in Y2013.
Prevalence rate of tuberculosis per 100,000 populations
was 531 in Y2006, and increased slightly to 536 in Y2007. However,
a tremendous increase was recorded in Y2008 with 616 and
continuously decreases in Y2009, Y2010, Y2011 and Y2012 with
records of 521, 199, 199 and 171 respectively. In Y2013 it increased
to 270.
Available data shows that the Death Rate associated with
tuberculosis was 2.3% in Y2006,and increased in Y2007 and Y2008
to 2.8% each. The rate reduced to 1.8% in Y2009 and increased to 3%
in Y2010. A slight decrease was noticed in Y2011 with 2.8% and also
increased to 3.3% in Y2012 and reduces slightly to 3% in Y2013.
The total number of tuberculosis cases reported in Y2006 was 8,690.
An increase was recorded in Y2007 and Y2008 with 9,680 and 9,
933cases. It decreased in Y2009 and Y2010 to 9,682 and 8,182. It
further increased to 8,515 in Y2011 and reduced to 8,455 in Y2012.
In Y2013 it increased to 9,444 cases.
In Y2006 and Y2007, reported cases of tuberculosis
detected and cured under directly observed treatment short course
recorded 63% and 61.5%. There was a slight increase in Y2008 with
63% and decreases in Y2009 with 62.3%. The figures increased
throughout the preceding years indicating 66%, 69%, 74% and 75%
for Y2010, Y2011, Y2012 and Y2013 respectively.

Goal 7: Ensure Environmental Sustainability
Environmental sustainability remains one of the cardinal objectives
of this administration. The attainment of Mega City status by Lagos
State has however unveiled many challenges like population growth,
over-urbanisation, air pollution and solid waste management.
Concerted efforts are being made by the State to attain the set target
of 20% forest area by Y2015 as shown by the emphasis being put on
the tree planting programme in Lagos State. Existing data showed
that the proportion of land area covered by forest in Lagos State
increased from 15% in Y2006 to 17% in Y2007 and dropped to 16%
in years 2008 and 2009 respectively. The trend moved upward to
18% in years 2010 and 2011 respectively and maintained a constant
proportion of 12% in years 2012 and 2013 correspondingly. Going
by this trend, the achievement of the set MDGs target of 20% forest
area by Y2015 is unlikely.
Data on households with access to safe drinking water in
Lagos State dropped from 38% in Y2006 to 25% in Y2008.
Thereafter, it increased to 50% in Y2011. Access to safe drinking
water in the State dropped significantly to 23.4% in Y2012 and
increased slightly to 26.9% in Y2013. This movement however
reveals that the 70% target of households’ access to safe drinking
water in Lagos State by Y2015 is far from being achieved, hence, the
need for more stringent plans and implementation mechanisms.
Households’ access to basic sanitation increased significantly
between Y2006 and Y2013. Recent data showed an upward trend
from 62% in Y2006 to 75% in Y2012 with a further increase to 80%
in Y2013 which is strong indication that the set target of 90% by
Y2015 will be met in Lagos State.
The State Government has appreciably upgraded some
previously existing slums to better dwelling places with the activities
of the Lagos State Metropolitan Development and Governance
Project (LMDGP). Available data on slum dwellers in the State
shows that 1,412,999 urban population lives in slum in Y2006
representing 8.0% of the State population for the year. In years 2007
and 2008, the trend recorded an upward movement to 8.8%
respectively and declined slightly to 8.7% in Y2009. It increased to
9.0%, 9.3%, 9.7% and 10.0% in years 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013
correspondingly. The hope of achieving the 9.7% target by Y2015 in
the State is strong.
Goal 8: Develop a Global Partnership for Development
Lagos State has continuously enjoyed developmental support and
technical collaboration from other countries of the world. This
position becomes evident with the multitude of multilateral
organizations and International Development Agencies such as
DFID, UNICEF, UNFPA, UNDP,JICA and World Bank to mention a
few. The State also attracts direct foreign investment across the globe
which contributes in no small measure to the overall economic
growth of the State through public institutions, private organizations
as well as Non-Governmental Organisation (NGO). Specifically, the
value of overseas development assistance to the State increased from
N7, 592,900.00 in 2007 to N1, 078,905,018.00 in 2008 but dropped
to N52, 805,583.03 in 2009.
Increasingly the State Government is working towards
collaborating with more international partners. This, according to
the Government will help to eradicate poverty and fast-track the
development of the state.

